
















1.  In	the	northeast Iowa community of Oelwein,	three	recently	installed	industrial	presses	are	using	
4,000	tons	of	compression	force	—	enough	force	needed	to	crush	2,000	Chevy	Suburbans	sitting	one	atop	
another	—	to	create	molded	parts	at	Ashley Industrial Molding’s	new	production	facility,	a	142,000-
square-foot building that underwent a $5 million makeover.  Ashley selected Iowa as the site for its first 
expansion	outside	of	Indiana	to	be	closer	to	agricultural-equipment	producers	such	as	Deere	&	Co.,	
AGCO Corp. and Case New Holland. Scott Pflughoeft, Ashley vice president of operations says, “We 
mold large fiberglass composite parts for agricultural, construction, forestry, military and heavy-truck 
markets.	”
	



























































	 Ashley	 Industrial	 Molding	 was	
born	in	2001,	when	its	current	man-
agement	 team	 bought	 the	 nonau-
tomotive	composites	business	 from	
Meridian	Automotive	Systems	Inc.	
	 Its	 expansion	 into	 Iowa	—	 the	
heart	of 	the	agricultural	equipment	






	 “Our	new	Oelwein	 facility	 puts	
us	 right	 in	 the	 middle	 of 	 where	
our	customers	have	 their	assembly	
plants.	 Our	 new	 location	 mini-
mizes	 the	distance	and	 freight	cost	













































a	 new	 cover	 for	
the	 area,”	 says	
Pflughoeft.
	 In	 the	 state-of-the-art	 facility,	
components	 such	 as	 tractor	 hoods,	
construction	equipment	panels,	com-
ponents	 for	 military	 Humvees,	 and	
other	 parts	 are	 fabricated	 and	 then	
move	 through	 the	 washing,	 primer	
and	paint	areas	prior	to	shipment.
 Pflughoeft says privately held Ash-
ley	is	excited	about	its	new	Iowa	loca-
tion.	“The	 facility	 is	 served	by	a	 rail	
line	and	designed	in	a	way	that	allows	
us	to	expand	if 	necessary.”
	 He	 is	 similarly	 optimistic	 about	





relationships,” says Pflughoeft. “Our 
objective is always to build benefi-
cial	relationships	with	our	customers,	
our	suppliers,	our	employees	and	our	
communities,	 and	 let	 the	 revenue	
end	of 	the	business	take	care	of 	itself 	
based	on	that,”	he	concludes.
	 This “Iowa Innovators” article is a joint 
project of  the Iowa Department of  Eco-
nomic Development and the Iowa News-
paper Association. If  you have business 
stories to share in a future column, contact 
IDED, 200 East Grand Avenue, 


















for	 medical	 education	 in	 coun-
tries	where,	due	 to	religious	beliefs	
and	 customs,	 cadavers	 are	 not	






tion	 is	 to	 bury	
the 	 deceased	
within	 24	 hours	
if 	 possible,”	 says	
Patrick.	“Because	








program	 provides	 a	 realistic	 and	










a	 full	 set	 of 	 interactive	 functions	
available.	






—	 which	 markets	 not	 only	 its	
software,	 but	 immersion	 virtual	
reality	 hardware	 systems	 as	 well	
—	was	awarded	$70,000	 from	 the	




	 With	 recent	 installations	 of 	 its	
virtual	 reality	 technology	 systems	
at	 the	University	of 	Cairo	and	the	
University	of 	Calgary	in	Qatar,	the	






a	 leading	U.S.	 publisher	 of 	 health	
science	books,	journals	and	software	
programs.”
	 Cyber-Anatomy	 has	 all	 of 	 the	
anatomical	 detail	 needed	 to	make	
it	a	powerful	reference	for	students	
learning	anatomy.	“We’ve	harnessed	
































human	anatomy	 software,	 but	 has	
a	basic	science	program	and	creates	
custom	solutions	for	its	clients.
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	 Pioneering	 research	 by	 Catilin,	
Inc.,	an	Ames,	Iowa-based	technol-

































	 Catilin	 is	partly	owned	by	 Iowa	
State	University	 and	 two	 venture-
capital	 firms.	 It	 conducts	 research	























































































	 These	 turbine,	 blade	 and	 tower	
manufacturing	 operations	 have	
chosen	 to	 locate	 in	 Iowa	 for	 good	
reason	—	abundant	wind	farms	and	
abundant	wind	supply.
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